
 
 

 

 
Destinia launches new office in Iran as part of Middle East expansion plan 

 
- The online travel agency launched its website in Persian and has implemented a local 

payment method for the Iran Rial 
 

- UAE one of the top destination for outbound travelers from Iran  - 

 

- Sales from MENA region increased 140 per cent during 2014 – 

-  

 
11th October, 2015. Dubai, United Arab Emirates: Destinia the international online travel agency with 
offices in Dubai, Egypt and Spain has expanded its presence in the Middle East with its entrance into the 
market of Iran. The new office opened in summer 2015 and serves as Destinia’s third Middle Eastern hub. 
 
“Our objective is to be one of the top three Arabic online travel agencies in the region by 2017 commented 
Amuda Goueli, CEO of Destinia. Last year, sales from the MENA region grew by 140 per cent and the 
entrance into the Iranian market is part of a larger strategic expansion by the agency.” 
 
Amuda Goueli continues “For Destinia, this is a natural step within our expansion strategy in the Middle East 
region following the successful launches of our office in Dubai in January 2014 which followed our Cairo 
office.  Iran is a large market with a huge potential for growth as one of the largest economies in the Middle 
East and we have already seen great success in the region with hopes for continued expansion in the 
upcoming years.”   According to World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC), spending on domestic travel in Iran 
will increase by 6.8% this year and is set to double by 2025. 
 
The first step taken by the agency was to offer, as of last year, the website in Persian: Destinia.ir. The second 
step to develop and implement a local payment system: Shaparak, a payment channel using local banks’ own 
credit cards to pay in rials. “The payment method was, without a doubt, the most complex part. Keep in mind 
that in Iran, citizens do not have conventional credit cards in Western markets, such as VISA or MasterCard. 
In addition, local banks work with the Islamic calendar, which is another complication for our systems”, 
explains Goueli. The landing process in the country has been slow and involves the fulfilment of an endless 
number of legal restrictions. 

 
Research by Destinia has revealed that the United Arab Emirates is one of top destinations for Iranian travelers 
attracted by factors such as its shopping, sightseeing, culture, gourmet experiences and nightlife. Other popular 
destinations were revealed to be Turkey, Thailand, China and Russia. Local authorities have announced new 
measures to be implemented in order to facilitate the entrance of foreign tourists to the country, reducing or 
even eliminating the visa requirement for some nationalities 
 
As one of Europe’s top online travel agencies, Destinia.com boasts a selection of 300,000 hotels and 600 
airlines around the world.  
 
The website takes pride in offering travel expertise through bespoke servicing and customers care 24 hours a 
day. Catering to each market’s preferences, Destinia.com offers several payment modalities, including a cash-
on-delivery service pay@home.  
 
                                                                                         ENDS 
 
Notes to editors: 
 
About Destinia.com  

Destinia.com is an international online travel agency with offices in Spain, Egypt and Dubai.   Destina.com received 65,7 
million unique users in 2014. Founded in 2001, Destinia.com has 150 employees and almost two million clients. Destina.com 
boasts a selection of 300,000 hotels and 600 airlines worldwide and processes reservations in more than 30 languages. 
The company pioneered offering space travel (2006) and accepting bitcoin payments (December 2013); launched the first 

http://destinia.com/web/r/destiniahome
http://destinia.ir/


 
 

 

app for Google Glass to book hotels (May 2014) and has developed a virtual reality experience with the Oculus Rift (April 

2015). 
 
Discover Destinia.com in the UAE by visiting: www.destinia.ae  
Visit our press room  
Twitter: @Destiniacom 

 
For further information, please contact: 
Ikenna Lewis - Miller 

Four Communications  
E: Destinia@fourcommunications.com  
T: +971 (0) 55 5217 401 
 
Amaia Arteta 

Manager – Communications  
Destinia 
E : amaia.arteta@destinia.com   
Cell: (+34) 619 61 00 95  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
   
 
  

http://www.destinia.ae/
http://blog.destinia.com/en/press-room

